
BLESSED JOHN XXIII 
WOOD COUNTY, OHIO   DECEMBER 17, 2006 
THIS WEEK’S MASSES 
Tuesday, Dec 19 9:00 a.m. River’s Edge 
Saturday, Dec 23 5:00 p.m.  Dowling 
 -Parish 
Sunday, Dec 24 10:30 a.m. Perrysburg HS 

-Parish 
Christmas Eve  4:30 p.m. Perrysburg HS 

-Parish 
   7:30 p.m. Perrysburg HS 

-Parish 
Christmas Day  10:30 a.m. Perrysburg HS 
Readings for this Week 
Monday: Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72; Mt 1:18-25 
Tuesday:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71; Lk 1:5-25 
Wednesday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24; Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday:  Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33; Lk 1:39-45 
Friday:   1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8; Lk 1:46-56 
Saturday:  Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25; Lk 1:57-66 
Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45 
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��� ���Sat  John Cullis, Jackie Venzel 
� Sun 10:30  Maribeth Connor 
Eucharist Ministers: Sat  Alan LaCourse, Kathy LaCourse 
 Sun 10:30  Joe Frolich, Denise Gruden, Lisa Rhodes, 
Carolyn Keck, Amy Aschemeier, Doug Rhodes, Jackie Venzel 
������� � �Sat Carolyn Oatis, Angela Overholt, Ryan O’Donnell 
� Sun 10:30 Kevin Miles, Kayla Wagner, Daniel Connor   
Ushers: Sat  Alan LaCourse, Kathy LaCourse 
 Sun 10:30 Fred Eberly, Rodger Siebeneck, Wayne 
Vreeland, Brad Thielen  
Greeters: Sat:  Deb Blumberg, Sharon Mouch 
 Sun 10:30 Mark Wagner, Amy Wagner, Ann Eberly 

WELCOME  
Sometimes I am amazed at the number of 
visitors we have. Many come because 
they have heard that we are welcoming 
and warm. So if you are here for the first 

time, please know that we are honored by your 
presence and truly happy that you are here. We also 
know that you add to our community. 
 Please take a moment to browse the ‘Visitors’ 
table. And don’t be afraid to ask questions about our 
liturgy, our Generations of Faith, or anything else 
about our community. And we want to say it again, 
WELCOME! 
 

PLANNING AHEAD  
Because of a schedule conflict at Christ Lutheran 
Church, Dowling, on Saturday, December 30, our 
5:00 p.m. Mass will be at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
(Highway 582, just west of Haskins). Please make a 
note of it!!! 

 

 
 
 
Pastor’s Note:                              
COUNT DOWN TO 
CHRISTMAS 

 
 In the Middle Ages, the faithful enjoyed doing 
a count-down to Christmas through what was called 
the ‘O’ antiphons. As I shared this last week with the 
adults at Generations of Faith, they were excited to 
understand this little insight. Here it is. Follow 
closely. 
 An antiphon is a one-line refrain that is recited 
each day before and after the Magnificat as part of the 
evening prayer (Vespers). Beginning on December 18 
and lasting for seven days, each antiphon begins with 
the word ‘O’ to celebrate some title or aspect of the 
Messiah’s coming. So the countdown goes like this. 
 December 18 – O Sapientia (Wisdom) 
 December 19 – O Adonai (Lord) 
 December 20 – O Radix Jesse (Root of Jesse) 
 December 21 – O Clavis (Key of David) 
 December 22 – O Oriens (Dayspring) 
 December 23 – O Rex Gentium (King of  
         nations) 
 December 24 – O Emmanuel (God with us) 
 
 Now the first letter of each word, starting with 
the last and going backwards, forms an acrostic. So 
you have the letters: E R O C R A S. Broken apart, 
you have two words in Latin, “Ero Cras,” which 
freely translated means “I will be there tomorrow.” 
 People knew this little puzzle and excitedly 
waited to form the words that expressed the Messiah 
will be coming on the following day. 
 Today, the O antiphons are still prayed at 
Vespers by priests, monks, nuns, and others. You can 
find these seven titles of Jesus preserved in the advent 
song, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” As we sing it 
today, let the countdown begin! 
 
 
  



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

GENERATIONS OF FAITH 
 A big THANK YOU to all who helped 
with Generations of Faith this last 
Sunday/Monday. The Christmas dinner 

was delicious! Thanks to Tom, Jan, Eileen, Pat, and 
Emilia for cooking and serving the food, and to all 
who brought their Christmas cookies!!  I would also 
like to thank all the various people who help put GOF 
together: from teaching, stuffing home kits, making 
table tents, checking nametags, setting up, checking 
in, and cleaning up. We couldn’t do it without all of 
you! If you would like to help with GOF, just let me 
know. We are always in need of volunteers.  
 Our next GOF will come soon, January 7/8, 
when we will explore ‘Becoming a Disciple.’ -Marla    
 

WE WELCOME TO OUR 
PARISH FAMILY THE 
NEWLY BAPTIZED  
 
Nicholas Guilford, son of Jason 
and Kristie Guilford.   
 

May the Lord bless him and guide him on his spiritual 
path. 
 

COOKIES AND COFFEE VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 

The Sunday morning coffee and cookie 
detail, headed by Geri and Karl Neiling, 
would love to have more households 
volunteer to provide cookies and help 

with the pouring of beverages each Sunday. If you 
can’t provide cookies, consider helping with the 
pouring of coffee and juice! If you can help, contact 
Geri Neiling at (419) 878-8308 or 
neilingk@earthlink.net. Thanks in advance!!  

 
HELP US DECORATE 
Would you like to take about an 
hour and help us decorate for 
Christmas Masses? We will be 
meeting at Perrysburg High School 
at 9:00 a.m., Thursday, December 
21, to decorate for Christmas. Use 
the ‘handicapped’ door on the west side of the high 
school Commons. We will be in the school 
auditorium. 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING  
Our Sunday offering last weekend was $6,704.50. 
Thank you. Also we received 52 children’s 
envelopes. Congratulations to all parents who are 
assisting their children in learning how to give. 
 

THANK YOU  
We want to thank Sr. Lucille and Sr. Valerie who 
spoke at last weekend’s Masses regarding the 
collection for the Retired Religious. Also thanks to all 
who have already contributed to this collection. If you 
still wish to do so, there are envelopes available in 
your monthly packet as well as at the church doors. 
 

M ASS ON TV NEXT WEEK 
Our next Mass that we video-taped for television, will 
be Sunday, December 31 on Channel 11 as “Sunday 
Catholic Mass.”    
 

CHRISTMAS LETTER  
Registered parishioners should have received a letter 
and a card from the pastoral team this past week. If 
you have not, please let Tina know by calling 419-
662-3180. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OUR ST. VINCENT DE PAUL NEEDS 

 

·  We will be distributing the gifts, food, and 
gift certificates this week to the 14 families 
that we are helping.  We thank you very 
much for making this Christmas season a 
little easier for these families. 

·  Please look for your monthly St Vincent de 
Paul envelopes in the packet that you are 
mailed, and drop them in the collection 
basket.  

You can call Bill or Mary Batchelor at 419-
874-5908 if you have any questions. 
 
If you have a need, please contact Fr. Herb or 
Tina in the Parish office.  This will be handled 
in the strictest confidence. 
 
 

"Thanks for helping us help others" 
 



BLESSED JOHN XXIII 
WOOD COUNTY, OHIO   DECEMBER 17, 2006 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 Q: How is the best way to invite others to 
come to Christmas Mass? 
 
 A: I think we all know people who have been 
away from the church or are seriously looking for a 
church to participate in. Here are some things to keep 
in mind if you want to invite them. 
 First of all, be sincere. The best thing you can 
do is share your own experience. 
 Secondly, an invitation is just that. It is not 
meant to be manipulation or coercion. If someone 
turns down your invitation, please do not be angry or 
upset. Let the other person know you respect their 
decision. 
 You may want to ask them if they would like 
to come with you or your family. Some people have a 
hard time entering a new place, especially alone. 
 It’s not too early to invite them to Mass. 
Christmas is right around the corner, so call that 
person or those persons today. 
 Finally, every invitation is really for the sake 
of the other person, hoping that they will find a better 
connection with the Lord. Therefore, pray before you 
invite someone. Pray for your own courage to say 
something (some people find that hard) and wisdom 
to say the right thing. And pray that God will help the 
other person respond openly. 
 - Fr. Herb  
 

3:45 CLUB WILL BE 
CAROLING TODAY 
We will be meeting at 4:00 p.m. TODAY, to go 
caroling in the Otterbein Community.  Please bring 
your permission slips with you if you have not turned 
them in yet.  
 We will have two locations from which you 
can carpool.  The first will be at the Perrysburg High 
School and the second group will meet at Christ 
Lutheran Church (Dowling.)  Drivers, bakers, and 
water bottles are needed.  If you have any questions, 
please call Jackie Venzel at 419-874-2244. 
 

YOUR BLESSED JOHN T-SHIRTS 
Don’t forget to pick up your t-shirts and other items 
that you ordered after Mass, or contact Karen Pierce 
at 419-877-9521 to make other arrangements.  If you 
missed ordering them this time, you will be able to 
purchase the shirts after Christmas also. 

TEEN TEAM 
There is NO TEEN TEAM meeting today.  However, 
all available teens are encouraged to help the St 
Vincent de Paul Society distribute Christmas Giving 
Tree gifts on Thursday, Dec 21, at 12:30 p.m., at 
Dowling.  What a great giving feeling!! 

 

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP 
Plan to go to the movies with us on 
Friday, December 22, to see “The 

Nativity Story” at Levis Commons.  The cost is 
$6.75.  Please sign up today!  Call Ann Hirzel at 419-
287-4625 if you have any questions.  
 

ADULT BASKETBALL 
LEAGUE 
I am looking for a few good men, 
well actually many.  Any man, 
between the ages of 25 and 99, 
interested in playing basketball 
please contact Donny Burkin at 419-
874-0795.  We will play Sunday 
nights at Eastwood Middle School, from 6:00 - 8:00 
p.m. 
 

ANOTHER ADULT PARTY IS ON THE WAY  
Mark your calendar for Friday, February 2, for a great 
evening complete with dinner and dancing.  Details 
will be coming in January. 
 

LORD, PLEASE TAKE CARE OF OUR 
SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN DURING THE 
CHRISTMAS SEASON 
(These names have been submitted to us. Please share with 
us other names of those you want to keep in prayer, by 
emailing tcarella@blessedjohn.org.) Kip Patrick 
Sullivan, Michael Murphy, Conner Curan, Torry Lamp, 
Ben and James Kettinger, Monty Hanes, Martin 
Strange, Tyler Leyman, Randy, Joel Mick, Kevin 
Brogan, James McBeth, Robert Coulson, and Anthony 
Blumberg. 



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
RECONCILIATION OPPORTUNITIES  

The following two Reconciliation Services will take 
place this week: 
 Monday, December 18, 7:00 p.m., St. 
Aloysius, Bowling Green 
 Wednesday, December 20, 7:00 p.m., All 
Saints, Rossford 
In addition, Fr. Herb will be available for the 
sacrament at Christ Lutheran Church, 2:00-3:00 p.m., 
Thursday, December 21; and 3:00-4:00 p.m., 
Saturday, December 23. 

OUR CHOIR WILL SING 
BEFORE MASS ON CHRISTMAS EVE 
At both Christmas Eve Masses, our full choir will be 
singing, along with a number of additional musical 
instruments.  They have been busily learning new 
songs and, of course, will sing the old favorites too. 
Music will begin a half hour before each Mass.   
 

 

THIS WEEK’S SPOTLIGHTED ADVERTISER 

Please place “Envirocare” ad here. 
 
 

NEXT WEEKEND  
The fourth Sunday of Advent is 
also the day before Christmas. 
Although it may be very tempting, 
please do not simply ‘skip’ Sunday Mass because you 
will be going to Christmas Eve Mass. It could be a 
very good lesson for your children to see that we 
observe both Sunday and Christmas. 
 If you think it would be hard for your kids to 
attend Mass twice on Sunday, consider the following: 
celebrate the fourth Sunday at our 5:00 p.m., Mass, at 
Christ Lutheran Church, Dowling. Or you may want 
to plan Christmas Mass on Christmas morning and 
not Christmas Eve. 
 Below is our entire schedule for the next two 
weekends: 

 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
Saturday, December 23, 5:00 Mass at Christ Lutheran 
Church, Dowling 
Sunday, December 24, 10:30 Mass at Perrysburg 
High School  
 *Please note: no 8:45 a.m. Mass 
 
CHRISTMAS MASSES 
Sunday, December 24, 4:30 and 7:30 p.m. Christmas 
Eve Masses at Perrysburg High School (Full choir 
and additional instrumentation at both Masses, music 
starting a half hour before Mass; Children’s Liturgy 
of the Word at all Christmas Masses.) 
Monday, December 25, 10:30 a.m. Christmas Mass at 
Perrysburg High School 
 
FEAST OF HOLY FAMILY  
Saturday, December 30, 5:00 p.m. Mass at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Haskins 
 *Please note that this is at Haskins and not the 
usual Christ Lutheran Church, Dowling 
Sunday, December 31, 8:45 and 10:30 a.m. Masses at 
Perrysburg High School 


