
BLESSED JOHN XXIII 
WOOD COUNTY, OHIO   DECEMBER 3, 2006 
THIS WEEK’S MASSES 
Tuesday, Dec 5 9:00 a.m. River’s Edge 
Friday, Dec 8 9:00 a.m. River’s Edge  
Friday, Dec 8 6:00 p.m. St. Paul (Haskins)  
Saturday, Dec 9 5:00 p.m.  Dowling 
 -Parish 
Sunday, Dec 10 8:45 a.m.  Perrysburg HS  

-Parish 
10:30 a.m. Perrysburg HS 
-Parish 

Readings for this Week 
Monday:  Is 2:1-5; Ps 122; Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday:  Is 11:1-10; Ps 72; Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23; Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday:  Is 26:1-6; Ps 118; Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday:   Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; 
  Lk 1:26-38 
Saturday:  Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147; 
  Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; 
  Lk 3:1-6 �
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� Sun 10:30 Becky Hupp, Jackie Venzel 
Eucharist Ministers: Sat  Kendra Freeman 
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� Sun 10:30 Sharon Mouch, Millie Seibenick, Rodger 
Siebeneck, Karen Obringer, Pat Paparone, Yvonne Pollex, Jason 
Ripley    
������� � �Sat Carolyn Oatis, Alaina LaCourse, Ryan O’Donnell 
� ��� �8:45  Justin Overholt, Kevin Miles, Alex Schrinel 
 Sun 10:30  Parker Kern, Joseph Ball, John Gadient  
Ushers: Sat  Mike Kolb, Laura Kolb 
 ��� �8:45 Rita Steinberger, Emilia de la Pena 
 Sun 10:30 Rodger Siebeneck, Dan Mouch 
Greeters: Sat:  
  ��� �8:45 Meg Urbaniak 
 Sun 10:30 Vicki Hall, Steve Hall, Andi Petrie, Sharon 

Mouch 

 WELCOME TO VISITORS  
The word ‘welcome’ means you have 
already come here and we wish you well. 
Just coming may have been a challenge. 

Entering a school and not knowing what to expect can 
make someone feel a little shy or uncertain. But you 
have come, and we’re glad you have. 
 Please make yourself at home with us. 
Celebrate the Eucharist as fully as you can. And let 
the Spirit of God touch you in whatever way you 
need. 
 We are all traveling this road of faith together. 
It’s nice to have you as a companion today. 
 

 
 
Pastor’s Note:                              
THAT SONG 
 
 

 I was driving back home late one night last 
week. As I scanned the radio stations, I found one that 
played only Christmas music. Although it seemed a 
little early for that, I listened nonetheless. 
 Soon they played one of my favorites, “Do 
you hear what I hear?” That was introduced as a new 
Christmas song when I was young. Hearing it in the 
quiet of the night, I was flooded with many memories 
of growing up. I associate that song with lots of 
positive thoughts and emotions about Christmas. 
 Have you ever noticed that a song can do that? 
Songs are among our best memory sticks for 
conjuring up the past. Often I can tell you what grade 
I was in and what was important to me when a song 
first came out. And religious songs, while not on the 
top ten chart, also connect people with particular 
events and happenings. How many, for example, 
associate “On Eagle’s Wings” with a funeral of 
someone they love. 
 Music has the ability to help people transcend 
words and even thoughts. It crosses over most of what 
holds people down and allows spirits to soar. A good 
song can energize a person, relax that person, inspire, 
or even rally someone to a cause. Good church music 
allows us to relate to God in a different way and then 
respond in faith more fully. 
 We are blessed at Blessed John to have a fine 
music program. Yet what we sing is really for 
everyone. If you are a bit reluctant to sing or feel self-
conscious, please take the plunge today. Certainly, it 
takes some energy to invest yourself into singing, but 
you’ll be amazed what it will do for you. 
 The songs we sing will certainly enrich you 
now and in the days to come. 
 
 
    
  
 
 
 
 

 



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

GOF NEXT WEEKEND 
 Generations of Faith reservations are 
now closed. All those attending GOF 
next weekend are asked to bring 1-2 

dozen of their signature Christmas cookies to share 
with the learning community as our dessert. Rumor 
has it we will be having a holiday dinner at these 
gatherings. If you are a season ticket holder and 
unable to attend, please let Marla know as soon as 
possible. This will help with our food count.  
 Last GOF we were able to provide a seat for 
everyone. Please continue to bring drinking water to 
Haskins and folding chairs to both meeting places. 
The chairs will help should we run out at either 
gathering. Thanks Marla. 

 

 CONFIRMATION CLASS                   
 THIS WEDNESDAY 
The next confirmation class will be 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Dec. 6, at Christ 

Lutheran Church (Dowling.)  This will be our third 
Confirmation session. 
 Don’t forget to bring your book for prayer and 
your sponsor! Treats to all who arrive on time!!  No 
assignment due this time, but please plan and 
complete your service experience over the holidays! 
Thanks for the great attendance and excellent 
participation.  It makes me “HAPPY, HAPPY, 
HAPPY, HAPPY …” -Marla   
 

CHRISTMAS CHILDREN’S SONG 
For advent the children will be learning a little song 
called “Violet in the Snow.” We will be singing it as 
part of the Children’s Liturgy of the Word.  At the 
Christmas liturgies any children present who have 
been attending CLW, will be asked to come forward 
after communion, to sing this little song as a 
meditation. This will be a special way for the children 
of the parish to lead us in sung prayer! The children 
attending Children’s Liturgy will receive words for 
the song at CLW this weekend! 
 

HOLY DAY THIS WEEK!  
Friday, December 8, is the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception of Mary. This is the title 
under which Mary is the patroness of our country. 
There will be two holy day Masses on Friday: 9:00 
a.m., at the model house of River’s Edge 
development (off Ft. Meigs Rd) and at 6:00 p.m., at 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Haskins (just west of town 
on Highway 582). 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING  
Our Sunday offering last weekend was $5,769. The 
average for the four Sundays of November was 
$6,316. Thank you very much. Your generous giving 
is allowing us to help plan for the future. 
 

RETIRED RELIGIOUS COLLECTION  
Next Sunday is the annual national collection for 
retired religious. For centuries, literally, Catholics in 
the United States were blessed by the tireless efforts 
of religious men and women (nuns, brothers, and 
priests of various religious orders) who ran our 
Catholic schools, started and staffed hospitals, and 
worked with immigrants and the poor. Many of these 
persons, especially the sisters, were paid almost 
nothing for their efforts. 
 Now most of the religious communities have 
many members who are aging and unable to pay for 
their own living expenses. We as a church want to 
and need to support them. 
 So the bishops, nearly twenty years ago, 
began an annual collection to help the communities in 
need. Our collection will be next Sunday. Please 
consider what you can give. 
 Personal note: I was educated by Sisters of the 
Precious Blood, who were very good teachers and 
really supported me as I considered a religious 
vocation. I can say I am who I am today, at least in 
part, because of them. – Fr. Herb 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OUR ST. VINCENT DE PAUL NEEDS 

 

·  We collected $957 from the collections, in 
 the month of November.  Thank you!  
·  We are still in need of the service of an 

attorney who can help us from time to time 
to do pro bono work.  Please call Bill or 
Mary Batchelor at 419-874-5908. 

 
If you have a need, please contact Fr. Herb or 
Tina in the Parish office.  This will be handled 
in the strictest confidence. 
 
 

"Thanks for helping us help others" 
 

 



BLESSED JOHN XXIII 
WOOD COUNTY, OHIO   DECEMBER 3, 2006 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 Q. What is the best way to observe advent? 
 A. When I was young, I used to think of 
advent as a sort of mini lent. Both had the liturgical 
color of violet and in both cases we were preparing 
for a major feast day. Lent leads up to Easter as 
advent helps us be ready for Christmas. 
 Advent is not the serious penitential season 
that lent is. Nonetheless, it is a time for getting ready. 
In this case, it is a time for being ready to receive 
Jesus into our lives more fully. It is not simply 
remembering that Jesus was born on earth more than 
two thousand years ago; he comes anew into our lives 
as we make room for him. 
 Perhaps that is our primary goal of advent: 
namely, to make room for Jesus in our busy lives. 
Some things you may want to do during advent: 

o Pray with your family more 
consistently. Using the advent 
wreath and Scripture readings 
of the day is very helpful. 

o Charitably reach out to 
someone who may need some 
time or attention. 

o Celebrate the sacrament of 
Reconciliation. 

o Attend weekday Mass when 
possible. 

o Participate in next week’s 
Generations of Faith. 

 

NURSERY SCHEDULE  
We have a co-op nursery available every Sunday at 
10:30 a.m. Mass. Please contact Lisa Suelzer at 
lisasuelzer@yahoo.com if you would like to volunteer. 
Dec 10  Nate and Nicole Kuh  
  Teen Kayleen Jurski 
Babysitting is offered only at the 10:30 a.m. mass. 
 

GIVING TREE 
Thanks to our St. Vincent de Paul conference, we 
once again have a Giving Tree this year. On the tree 
you will see various ornaments for gifts items and 
food items for the families that our parish is 
sponsoring.  
 Please take an ornament or two, purchase the 
item, wrap it, and then attach the ornament, so that 
those who are sorting will know which family it goes 
to. We request that all items be returned in two 
weeks, December 17. Thank you. 

CHRISTMAS WEEKEND 
SCHEDULE 
 
With Christmas on a Monday, the Mass 
schedule gets complicated, but here it is: 
Fourth Sunday of Advent: 

Saturday, December 23, 5:00 p.m. at Dowling Church  
Sunday, December 24, 10:30 a.m. at High School (no 
8:45 Mass) 
  
  Christmas Eve 
   Sunday, December 24, 4:30 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at High School 
   Monday, December 25, 10:30 
a.m. at High School 
 
May we recommend that if you have children and are 
planning on attending a Christmas Eve Mass, you 
may want to come to the Sunday Mass on 
Saturday evening at Dowling Church. Do 
not simply ‘skip’ the fourth Sunday of 
advent. 
 

FINAL SESSION OF MINI-COURSE  
Everyone is invited to the final session of Fr. Herb’s 
mini-course, “To Live As Jesus Would.” It will be 
held 7:30-9:00 p.m., Tuesday, December 5, at Christ 
Lutheran Church, Dowling. The topic this week is 
“Developing a Social Conscience.” You are welcome 
even if you did not come to earlier sessions. 

 

WELCOME NEW 
PARISHIONERS! 
We would like to offer a warm welcome 

to new parishioners: Kevin & Cindi Lonseth and 
family, Barb Farley, Susan Lorenz, Chuck & Laurie 
Barteck and family, and Sandy Hinkle. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL WHO HAVE BEEN 
CALLED FOR MILITARY SERVICE 
(These names have been submitted to us. Please share with 
us other names of those you want to keep in prayer, by 
emailing tcarella@blessedjohn.org.) Kip Patrick 
Sullivan, Michael Murphy, Conner Curan, Torry Lamp, 
Ben and James Kettinger, Monty Hanes, Martin 
Strange, Tyler Leyman, Randy, Joel Mick, Kevin 
Brogan, James McBeth, Robert Coulson, and Anthony 
Blumberg. 



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES 
Sun., Dec 3 3:30 p.m.    St Thomas More, BG 

Sun., Dec 10 7:00 p.m. St Joan of Arc, Toledo 

Wed., Dec 13 7:00 p.m. St Pat’s, Toledo 

Thurs., Dec 14 7:00 p.m. St Rose, Perrysburg 

Mon., Dec 18 7:00 p.m. St Aloysius, Bowling Green 

Wed., Dec 20 7:00 p.m. All Saints, Rossford 

In addition, Fr. Herb is always available, 3:30-4:00 
p.m., Saturdays, at Christ Lutheran Church, for the 
individual celebration of the sacrament. 
 

A  PERSONAL THANK YOU  
Thanks to the many people who ‘showered’ me with 
gift cards so that I can purchase items to help with the 
new house. It’s amazing how many household items 
we take for granted, and when they are not there, it’s 
really noticeable. 
 Thank you for your kindness and helpfulness. 
I am feeling very much at home in this house. If God 
chooses, I’ll be able to live here for a long time. – Fr. 
Herb 
  

LOOKING FOR A GROUP TO JOIN? 
We want everyone to fill welcomed and not to feel 
that there is no group for you.  We always want and 
accept new lectors, Eucharistic ministers, singers, 
servers, ushers, greeters, and members of parish 
outreach teams.  Fill out a SOS form which you can 
find on the life-long learning table or email Tina at 
tcarella@blessedjohn.org.  
 

3:45 CLUB SIGN UP TO 
GO CAROLING 
On Dec. 17, at 4:00 p.m., we will be caroling in the 
Otterbein Community.  Please sign up this weekend 
on the form which is on the life-long learning table  
 We will have two locations, from which you 
can carpool.  The first will be at the Perrysburg High 
School and the second group will meet at Christ 
Lutheran Church (Dowling.)  Drivers, bakers, and 
water bottles are needed.  If you have any questions, 
please call Jackie Venzel at 419-874-2244. 
 

CHRISTMAS CABARET AT PHS 
If you enjoy listening to Christmas music, please join 
the PHS show choirs at the Perrysburg High School at 
2:00 p.m., Dec. 17.  Tickets can be purchased from 
Blessed John parishioners, Raeanne Carella and 
Jamie Zipfel.  Refreshments will be served. 

TEEN TEAM 
The Teen Team is offering 
 BABYSITTING SERVICE for 
Christmas Shoppers on Saturday, 
December 9, from noon to 4:30 

p.m., at All Saints Community Center on Lime City 
Road in Rossford.  This is a fundraiser for the 
team and the cost is $5.00/hour or donations. 
 There will be adult supervision, toys, and 
games to keep the little ones entertained.  Consider 
your shopping schedule and think about getting out 
without the kids for a few hours.  We'll take good 
care of them!!  The sign-up sheet can be found on the 
life-long learning table or call Tina in the office at 
419-662-3180. 
 

TEEN TEAM MINISTRIES!!! 
Just a reminder, the Eucharistic ministry preparation 
session will be TODAY at 12:30 p.m., at Fr. Herb's 
home at River's Edge, for high school students over 
age 16.  The session will take between 45-60 
minutes.  See you there!  
 

THANKS RECEIVED  
We received two thank you notes this week. The 
Jordan Center sent a sincere note of thanks for the 
hats and gloves received through our “hats, scarves, 
and mittens” collection of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society. They wrote, “A requirement of our center is 
that the children go outside every day. So many of the 
children needed these hats and gloves. Thank you.” 
 Also Suzie Stapleton of Assumption Outreach 
Center, who received the food from our Thanksgiving 
food drive, wrote, “Today was a wonderful day for us 
at the outreach center when you and your parish 
families blessed us with so much food. We were 
overwhelmed with the variety of food items. We 
enjoyed having the youth and their parents here; they 
were a big help. Please let your parish families know 
how much we appreciate their generosity and their 
care for the poor and elderly.” 
 Our Teen Team will be following up with the 
second annual “Souper” Bowl food collection in early 
February. The need will be great once again. 
 Thanks to all who have responded so 
faithfully. Outreach is a good sign of a healthy parish. 
 

THIS WEEK’S SPOTLIGHTED ADVERTISER 

Please place “AW Heating & 
Cooling, LLC” ad here. 


