BLESSED JOHN XXIII
WOOD COUNTY, OHIO

SEPTEMBER 24, 2006

THIS WEEK’S MASSES
Tuesday, Sept 26 9:00 a.m. River’s Edge
Saturday, Sept 30 5:00 p.m. Dowling

-Parish

Sunday, Oct 1 8:45 a.m. Perrysburg HS
-John Farley
10:30 a.m. Perrysburg HS
-Parish

Readings for this Week

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Sunday: o

SatAmy Hall, and Steve Way
Sun 10:30Jackie Venzel, and Holly James
Eucharist Ministers: Sat Kathy LaCourse
___Karl Neiling, Tom Jagodzinski, Jim

Marquette, Sr. Pat McLain, and Marla Overholt

Sun 10:30Karen Pierce, Rodger Siebeneck, Tine
Siebeneck, Karen Obringer, Yvonne Pollex, JasoeRijjisa
Suelzer

Sat Devin Bilski, Ryan O’Donnell, and Carolyn Oatis
____8:45Sean Connor, Angela Overholt, and Daniel
Connor

Sun 10:30Ingrid Sielicki, Hannah Hirzel, and Julia

Balzer

WELCOME

Someone last week said they
immediately felt at home here
and quickly started to get a feel
for the way things happen at
Blessed John. If you are new
or are just visiting, please give

— yourself a chance to become
acclimated. Most people are not used to partiangati
at Mass in a public high school. You will soon see
how we have adapted to our setting.

One of the important principles of our church
is hospitality. So be sure to stay a minute aftedaa
for coffee, cookies, and some browsing of the
literature and materials at the various tables.

And welcome to Blessed John!!!

~

IR
Pastor’s Note:

A SENSE OF PLACE

One of the women | met in South Louisiana
last week is Theresa. A native American, she is a
member of the Houma tribe. Her ancestors have lived
in the bayous for generations. Leaving there wdad
akin to renouncing her entire heritage.

Along with her husband and other Kin,
Theresa is a “shrimper” and “crabber.” They fish fo
shrimp, trap crab, and sell what they can to the
market. It's a way of life.

Until very recently, most of the residents of
that area did not consider a hurricane a disafiter.
was a just a nuisance that sometimes meant leaving
home for a while, doing some clean-up, or even
rebuilding. That, too, has been part of their lives
Hurricane Rita, however, flooded them beyond past
experiences. And as much of the protective marsh ha
disappeared, the effects of hurricanes becomeegreat

Nevertheless, the bayous are where they the
Houma tribe lives. It is home, and they are parit.of
They share the land with Cajuns, the gators, atgl lo
of wildlife.

Many of us who have moved often or have
lived in cities don’'t have that same loyalty to thad
that these people have. In fact, we sometimes
misunderstand it and think of them as being stulbor
Instead, leaving there would be like telling a ishtto
fly. (They have catfish down there, t00.)

Maybe we should all have such a connection
with the place on which we live. The earth sustains
us; we need to take care of it.

o, Ao



TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

‘ h GENERATIONS OF FAITH
“v This is Generations of Faith Weekend. All
those registered for Sunday’'s GOF will be

meeting at either 1:15 p.m. or 4:45 p.m. at Stl'Pau
Lutheran Church in Haskins, Ohio, corner of Forst
and Rte. 582. Those registered for Monday evening
will meet at 6:15 p.m. at Christ Lutheran Church in
Dowling, Ohio. Sorry, but you must be registered
to attend!

We presently have 142 registered households!
That is 47% of our total parish registered housgsiol
What a tremendous witness to the life-long learning
process! We are expecting to be adding another
session for our next gatherings, October 29/30.cWat
the bulletin for an additional gathering time to be
announced. We will be studying “The Identity of
Christ” in preparation for the feast of Christ tkimg.
Wouldn't it be great to have an even larger
percentage of the parish participating by Octolter!
you haven't signed up yet, do so in the near future

COMMUNAL RECONCILATION

There will be no Communal
Reconciliation Class this MondayRac
September 25, due to Generations i
Faith. Our next class will be Octoberyi
2, and we ask that your parents atteni{
The time for this session will be 7:00-
8:30 p.m.

WE WELCOME TO OUR
PARISH FAMILY THE
NEWLY BAPTIZED

Oliviaa and Will Lashure,
children of Dan and Nikki
Lashure.

It will be a joy to watch them
grow in age, wisdom, and grace.

M AGAZINES FOR GOF

Marla is looking for some children-appropriate
magazines that we can use for Generations of Faith.
We will be cutting out pictures and words for our
projects. If you have some magazines, please bring
them to Mass and drop them off at the religious
education table. Thanks

SACRIFICIAL GIVING

Our Sunday offering last weekend was $4,754. Thank
you very much. The Sunday collection is the basic
form of income to maintain our parish and its
ministries. Thanks for being supportive.

NURSERY SCHEDULE
We have a co-op nursery available every Sunday at
10:30 a.m. Mass. Please contact Lisa Suelzer at
lisasuelzer@yahoo.corhyou would like to volunteer.
Oct1 Nate and Nicole Kuh

TeenStephanie Richards
Babysitting is offered only at the 10:30 a.m. Mass.

Rcia conTINUES

Our RCIA began last week and continues this week.
Please keep in prayer those men and women who ar
inquiring into the Catholic Church. For more
information, please contact Fr. Herb.
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X | CONFIRMATION

CLASSES BEGINS

mNﬁRM@W@V OCTOBER 4!

Candidates and sponsors who are registered for
Confirmation Preparation are reminded that out firs
session will be Wednesday, October 4, from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. Please bring all completed paperworkand
copy of your baptismal certificate. A photo copy is
fine!

To receive your sacrament you must be
registered for GOF and also attend Confirmation
meetings along with your sponsors.

Registration for Confirmation is now closed.
Confirmation  preparation at Blessed John
accommodates grades 7 and up, so if you were unabl
to be a part of this year’s class, it will be edsy
participate in next year's group! For more
information contact Marla.

TODAY’S READING:
Though disagreements are common in families, what
would you say if Jesus asked “What were you arguing
about?” Is it silly and petty? Is it an attempt|t
impose your will and control on another? Today
Jesus tells us and his disciples to give it up. akés
not meant to control, but to serve each other.
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(QQUESTION OF THE WEEK:
How can | get to know other members of
Blessed John Parish?
Since we want to be a true community in order to be
church and since it is impossible to be a community
without knowing one another, it is important that
everyone make an effort to connect with otherseHer
are some ways it can be done.
Be a bit bold. Not everyone is
outgoing, but everyone can introduce
himself or herself to others. This is
especially easy as you take a seat.
Please turn to those near you and say
hello and who you are.
Involve self in something. Although
going to Mass is the very center of our
parish life, don’'t let it stop there.
Volunteer for something, anything.
Help serve coffee after Mass, be part
of St. Vincent de Paul, offer to help in
liturgical ministries, help in the
nursery during Mass, and join a small
faith group. Each time you do any of
those things, you will get to know
others doing the same.
Be part of Generations of Faith.The
very model of Generations of Faith
allows you to interact with others. It's
a great place to start what can be a
very rewarding relationship.
Immerse yourself. Many people want
church to be more than just where they
go on Sunday morning. They know
that they are the church. Take the time
and expend the effort to read our
literature and the bulletin, study the
website, and memorize names.
Become familiar with all our programs
and activities.

BuLLETIN DEADLINE
The deadline for next week’s
bulletin is Monday at 12:00 noon.
Please submit your article by email
to tcarella@blessedjohn.arg

RAFFLE CONTINUES

Thanks to the commitment of the “raffle team,” many
of you had the opportunity to buy a raffle tickest
weekend. Sales continue this week. There will b& tw
winners, each allowing two people to come to dinner
with Fr. Herb at the new rectory. (The table sealy

six people.) Proceeds will go to the furnishingtiodé
house. Tickets cost $5.00 each. You may win, and fo
sure the cause is worthwhile.

SVALL EAITH GROUPS

Signup for small faith groups have been going on fer th
last two weeks. The fall season of six weeks kegm
meetings the week of October 1. If you somehow ediss
the sign up, you can still join a group this we€kday is
the last chance!

There are some golden-rod colored registration
forms at the doors. Please complete one today andillv
help get you into a group.

Each group of 8-10 persons meets in
someone’s home for about an hour and a half, eacl
week for six weeks. We give you discussion-starter
materials, and there is a facilitator for each g@rou
The topic always provides a focus on the readings f
the following Sunday. This will give you a way te b
prepared for Sunday Mass and letting the readings
come more alive.

W ELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS!

We would like to offer a warm welcome to new
parlshloners Craig & Deborah Parr and family,
%, James & Tammy Schmeltz and family,

\(A >n  Roman & Meg Carek, Chris & Christine
wewtbiters - Clody and family, Tom & Anne Ross and
Aimong U

family, Jeff & Sue Schwartz and family,
Ron & Christine Cady and family, Ron & Becky
Randall and family.

IN )} OUR SYMPATHY,
- PRAYERS, AND SUPPORT
SYMPATHY Our hearts and prayers are with
the family of Colin Siebenaler as they continue to

face the loss of their son, brother, grandson, e&ph
May God provide some consolation and light in this
time of darkness. ¥our family at Blessed John



TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Y OUTH GROUP FOR

3RP 5™ GRADERS IS
FORMING

A new youth group is
being formed for children
in 3, 4" and %" grades. A formation meeting will be
held at 7:30 p.m., Monday, September 25, at Jackie
Venzel's house, 1583 Watermill Lane in Perrysburg.
Adults interested in helping to form this youth
group are welcome to attend. Call Jackie at 418-87
2244 if you need directions.

ExTRA PRAYER

When the world falls down around you and a prayer
will see you through, say an extra prayer for sameeo
who may need it more than you. For who knows
what hearts are breaking in the silence of thetfigh
Just that extra prayer you whisper may help someone
see the light! Every time you help a stranger \aith
extra prayer — or two- you are building secret
blessings that will all come back to you!

PRAYER BLANKET MINISTRY

We would like to begin a Prayer Blanket Ministry
here at Blessed John, and we need volunteers po hel
sew these lap-size blankets that will be given to
people who are either sick or enduring a difficinte

in their life. Contact Tina Carella in the offigd9-
662-3180 ortcarella@blessedjohn.onf you would
like to help out.

H oME VISITS/IPASTORAL CARE FOR THE

SICK

If you are unable to, or someone you know cannot,
attend Mass on a regular basis, we welcome the
opportunity to bring Holy Communion to your home.
Please contact Linda Edwards 419-878-0465 or the
parish office 419-662-3180.

5%/5?42:'#“!

S|STERS OF NOTRE DAME FAMILYFEST

2006

Sisters of Notre Dame FamilyFest 2006 will be
Sunday, October®1from 11:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m.

Crafts, baked goods, a silent auction, bingo,
children’'s games and a homemade dinner are
featured.

It is held at Notre Dame Academy on Sylvania
Avenue. This is the last festival of the year, &md
those of you who enjoy them, this is one not toshis
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Praetice CoME SING WITH US
Choir practice is every Thursday, at 7:00 p.m.fat S
Aloysius in Bowling Green. If you have always
wanted to sing in the choir, or you just want toetne
the singers, come to practice. Contact Mike Puppos
after Mass if you have any questions.

Chocse life. L ICENSE PLATES

Have you renewed your license registration thigyea
Help support Catholic Charities Family Connections
Program with your purchase of a license plate that
promotes adoption and Life! By purchasing the
Choose Life license plate, $20.00 of the cost helps
fund organizations that provide services committed
counseling pregnant women about the option of
adoption.

Catholic Charities Family Connections
Program offers free pregnancy counseling serviges t
individuals with an unintended pregnancy. Adoption
is an option offered. (license renewal plates cost
$54.50 plus $25.00 for a specialty plate = $79d3fl t
cost for plates).

THIS WEEK'S SPOTLIGHTED ADVERTISER

Please place “Person to Persor
Resources.” ad here.




