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THIS WEEK'S MASSES

Tuesday, May 23 9:00 a.m. River’s Edge

Saturday, May 27 5:00 p.m. Dowling
- Parish

Sunday, May 28  9:30 a.m. Perrysburg HS

Reading for this Week

Monday: Acts 16:11-15; Jn 15: 26—16: 4a
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34, Jn 16: 5-11

Wednesday:  Acts 17:15, 22—18:1; Jn 16: 12-15
Thursday: Acts 18: 1-8/Jn 16: 16-20

Friday: Acts 18:9-18; Jn 16:20-23

Saturday: Acts 18: 3-28; Jn 16: 23b-28

Sunday: Acts 1: 15-17, 20a, 20c-26; 1 Jn 4:11-16;

Jn 17:11b-19
You can now find the daily readings on our Parish
Website!

REGISTRATION

Registering to be a member of Blessed John Parish
takes only a few moments. By doing so, you are

helping us get to know you; you are also helping

yourself make a commitment. Forms can be found
near the doors or at the parish website.

If you are not sure if you have registered,
please send an email to Tina, in the office, at
tcarella@blessedjohn.qgrgnd she can verify that we
have received your registration form.

L1 NEW HERE?

First time at Blessed John? Welcome. We are very
happy that you have chosen to join us for worship
today. Please take a moment to stop at the
“Visitor/New Parishioner” table and pick up any
literature you may want. Don't hesitate to ask any
guestions you may have.

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION

This Thursday, May 25, is the fortieth day after
Easter, normally observed as the Feast of the
Ascension of the Lord. For the last several yetha,

celebration has been transferred to the subsequent

Sunday. Thus we will celebrate the Ascension next
Sunday.

~

Pastor’'s Note:
IMAGINATION

Recently, | was walking along the river with
some parishioners. The five-year-old boy pickecaup
ten-inch piece of shale with a sharp edge, handed i
me, and said, “Here’s a dinosaur tooth.”

| knew he was make believing, so | went
along with his charade, suggesting, “Maybe we can
find the rest of the dinosaur. | think it was a &R
He enjoyed our pretend search.

Use of the imagination is really great.
Pretending to find valuable remains of pre-historic
animals is only one way that children allow their
brains to expand. Ever notice how kids love to make
and create toys and games instead of adheringeto th
ones prepared for them?

There’s a certain creativity that comes with
the use of imagination. It's been said that onenoain
do something that one cannot imagine. That is,asnle
we can somehow picture a possibility of a condition
or activity, we will have trouble bringing it about

| often try to picture a crime-free and war-free
world. | especially like to focus on continents and
countries without starvation or poverty. Sometimes
we sort of assume we always will have these world
problems, yet we need to work to eradicate them.

It starts with imagination. If we can picture a
large dinosaur tooth on the river's edge, then ae c
certainly start to imagine people learning to respe
all others, sharing resources, and finding peaceful
ways to negotiate differences. Am | being idealiati
You bet, but that, too, is necessary for change.
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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

‘ h GENERATION OF FAITH

“v Generations of Faith Registration material
will be mailed this week. If you have not

received your materials by next weekend please stop

by the Religious Education Table to pick up

registration materials.

We encouragell members of our community
to participate in thisintergenerational life-long
learning process Generations of Faith will not only
enrich us personally but will also bring about a
stronger, well informed community that will indeed
live out our motto, “A community carried by God
carrying God to others.” Please register by Jurfe 15
so that we may begin planning for our first session
on Mary, Model of FaithAugust 1% and 141 |If
you have questions, please contact Marla at
moverholt@blessedjohn.arg

WE WELCOME TO OUR
PARISH FAMILY

Nicholas (Cole) Bonham son of
Bradley and Margaret Bonham,
who was Baptized on May 13th.

May the Lord bless him and the
Bonham, and guide them on their spiritual paths.

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
All parish Eucharistic Ministers will be installeat

the Masses on the weekend of June 17-18, the Feast

of the Body and Blood of Christ. Before that,
however, it is necessary that everyone attend a
training/renewal session. You may come to one ef th
following: Monday, June ' 7:00-8:00 p.m., or
Saturday, June 10 10:30-11:30 a.m. Both will be
held at Christ Lutheran Church, Dowling.

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to Melissa Russell, daughter of
Stacey and Pat Russell, Kayla Russell daughter of
Terry and Meghan Russell, and Deanna Granata,
daughter of Tom and Wendy Granata, who received
their First Holy Communion at St. Rose in early May
We congratulate you children and welcome you to the
Table of Lord here at Blessed John!

THIS YEAR'S GRADUATES

Today we honor those from Blessed John Parish who
are graduating from high school this year.
Congratulations and know that our prayers are with
you as you move ahead.

SACRIFICIAL GIVING

Our Sunday offering last weekend was $3,382. Thank
you. It's a joy to see how parishioners are makang
bigger and bigger commitment to their parish. As |
like to say, “Blessed John Parish is here for gbod.

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL

This is week four of the Annual Catholic Appeal. As
of today we have 72 pledges/gifts for a total of
$11,414.00. Our parish target amount is $14,196. Sc
we have reached 80%. Also our goal is 100%
participation, and we have 34%. If you have not yet
given, please do so today. Your pledge or gift will
help us wrap up this Diocesan campaign.

ffff“'—j JOIN US EOR THE ROSARY

May is the month of Mary, so we are having a “Mary
Evening” on Thursday, May Everyone,
including families with children, are invited toeth
home of Hector and Waleska Ramirez, 3301 River’s
Edge (in the River's Edge development, Ft. Meigs
Rd., just south of the high school) at 7:00 p.m. We
will begin with a brief presentation on Mary by Fr.
Herb (a video on Mary for the kids). Then at 7:30
p.m., we will pray the rosary. If weather permitse

will pray as we walk by the lake. Come at 7:00 or
7:30 if your schedule permits.

THANKS FROM TEENS

Thank you for supporting the Teen Team Bake Sale
last Sunday. It was a big success and all iteme wer
sold. And the parish wants to thank our young peopl
for being actively involved in the parish as gregte
and ushers, servers, singers, and readers.

SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS

Our hearts go out to the families in our parish who
knew the Saunders and their children. It is imgddesi

to understand such a tragedy and difficult to cope
with it. Please know you and your children remain i
our prayers.

NURSERY SCHEDULE
May 28 Amy Ross & Denise Gruden
TeernKayleen Jurski & Angel Overholt
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A FEW THOUGHTS
Although it was over a week ago that the jury found
Fr. Gerald Robinson guilty of murder of Sr. Mardgare
Ann Pahl, | still feel it necessary to share some
thoughts.
- We have a legal system in this country
to help us find justice. Therefore, even
as we need the process of appeals, we
also need to respect juries’ decisions.
We may never know what really
happened.
All parties, including Fr. Robinson,
need prayer. Please remember him in
your prayers.
As a brother priest, | have found
myself personally affected by both the
trial and the conviction. It's simply
hard for me to grasp. Although | am
very aware that priests are human, |
find the commitment that we make as
clergy and this type of crime to be so
far apart that it is unfathomable.
My concern is that some people will
use this as a time to turn their backs on
the church, or outsiders may judge the
entire church because of this outcome.
Finally, the positive is that the strength
of our church is clearly in the faith of
the people. Thank you for continuing
to follow Jesus as a Catholic and for
supporting me and other priests.
- Fr. Herb
g
X34 O
ChoirOpenings. B] ESSED JOHN CHOIR IS
LOOKING FOR YOU!
Have you wanted to join the choir, but feel likeuyo
can't meet the weekly rehearsal demands? The
Blessed John summer choir is perfect for you! Over
the summer months, the choir will be rehearsing
Sunday mornings before Mass rather than Saturday
mornings. Please contact Michael Puppos at
mpuppos@blessedjohn.org, if you would like to be a
part of our music ministry.

We would like to see the choir continue to
grow as our faith community grows. Our goal is to
reach 25 members by the one year anniversary of our
first parish Mass. Please join us as we raise oites
in song on Sunday mornings. As one of our favorite
hymns suggests... "All are Welcome!"

DA VINCI CODE

A few words about the new movie based on
the best-selling book, “The Da Vinci Code.” Please
remember, above all else, it is FICTION and meant t
be taken as FICTION.

When people watch the old Indiana Jones
movies about the Holy Grail or the Ark of the
Covenant, no one seems to get upset about hidtorica
Biblical, or theological inaccuracies. Maybe that i
because such movies were presented almost like
comic books and did not take themselves seriously.

For the “Da Vinci Code,” however, much of
the controversy stems from the style that purptrts
be a serious presentation of some hidden truth.
Granted, there are truths in Dan Brown’s book. For
example, the Knights Templar did exist and Opus Dei
does exist, but neither in the way Brown portrays

them.(Opus Dei, for example, was founded in Spain in8L88
a movement for ultimate holiness for lay peopleddes NOT

hire hit men!)Other groups in the book, like the Priory
of Sion, are fictional.

Offensive to most Christians is the “hidden
truth” of the story that Jesus was not divine and
fathered a child with Mary Magdalene. Added to ,this
Catholics will feel attacked because the story {soin
to the Catholic Church as having hidden this “ttuth
for two millennia. Once again, it is simply a
concoction of a novelist’s mind.

| read the book right after it came out several
years ago. | read a lot and, frankly, thought thekb
was only fair when compared with others of its genr
Some, however, thought that it was an exciting .read
Whether you read the book or see the movie, please
remember it is only fiction and must be taken that
way. — Fr. Herb

SEE THE FUNNIEST PANCAKE CATERER

Come see the funniest pancake caterer in the area o
Sunday, May 21st, 11:30 a.m. at Christ Lutheran
Church in Dowling! One-of-a-kind event featuring
pancake flipping, the finest flapjacks, and all-you
can-eat breakfast including pancakes, sausage, links
coffee, orange juice, butter and syrup.
A donation for the breakfast will be taken.

LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR BENEFIT

The Amazing Grazing Garden Party, to benefit the
Little Sisters of the Poor, will be held on Wednegd
May 31st at Toledo Country Club. Tickets are $100
person and can be purchased by contacting the Littl
Sisters at 419-698-4331.



SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

AN NUAi_ CATHOUC APPEAL Please consider what you can do to make this campaign successful.

Parish:

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone:

Donor Signature:

Date:

Pledge: $
Down Payment: $
Balance: $ —

Balance to be paid over months.




